Sudden respiratory deterioration in the positive pressure ventilated patient: an organized approach to diagnosis and therapy.
A case of sudden deterioration in the respiratory status of a 28-year-old man being manually ventilated is presented. The patient's deterioration was presumed to be secondary to malfunction of the expiratory valve of the Ambu bag. The resulting high pressure generated in the system caused the patient to develop a bilateral pneumothorax, pneumomediastinum, and displacement of the endotracheal tube into the oropharynx. An organized approach to the diagnosis and treatment of the rapid deterioration in the respiratory status of a manually ventilated patient is presented.